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At Descanso Gardens, we dream 
big. And I can’t thank the staff, 
supporters, volunteers, community, 
and visitors enough for helping 
us create this special place.
	 In 2023, we worked hard 
to ensure that our projects in 
the Master Plan would come 
to fruition. Much of that work 
was behind the scenes. Still, we 
did add new amenities to the 
Courtyard and, importantly, 
started realizing the true 
potential of the Ruth Borun Nursery and Propagation Center, a 
beacon of our future growth and development.

A new look 
We also took this year to reflect on our mission and brand. With 
much input from members, staff, and the community, we debuted a 
new logo and website encompassing our mission to connect people 
with nature and one another. Our new look symbolizes our ongoing 
growth and botanical spirit.

A year of growth
When I think about Descanso and its future, we are dedicated to 
its legacy and preserving this special place. In these pages, you will 
read about all the wonderful things we achieved in 2023 and see the 
people who made it happen. This spirit will help us grow and flourish. 
	 It is only through the unwavering support of our members, the 
dedication of our volunteers, and the generosity of our donors that 
Descanso continues to grow and thrive. Your support is not just 
appreciated, it is the very foundation of our progress. Together, we 
will propel Descanso Gardens into the future.

FROM OUR CEO, JULIANN ROOKE

Our Mission
At Descanso Gardens,  
we connect people with 
nature and one another. 

Visit us online

descansogardens.org

	 descansogardensLA

	 descansogardens

	 descansogardens

Share your photos online and
see what other visitors are up to:  
#exploredescanso 

All photos: Shannon Dillon, 
© Descanso Gardens
© Copyright 2024 Descanso  
Gardens Foundation
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Growing the future
The first full year of operations 
at our state-of-the-art Ruth 
Borun Nursery and Propagation 
Center has been productive. The 
horticulture team propagated 
historic plant varieties and 
imperiled native species and 
created entirely new varieties 
with traits to withstand more 
climate extremes.
	 Lilacs and camellias 
constitute the bulk of our historic 
collections. The Descanso lilac 
collection contains 13 cultivars 
found nowhere else. For the 
first time in decades, we have 
succeeded in taking, rooting, and 
establishing cuttings from the 
rarest of our historic lilacs. We 
expect to release new “Descanso 
Lilac” varieties in 3-5 years. We’ve 
had similar success with our 
camellias and chrysanthemums. 
Breeding new varieties of 
plants progresses our historic 
collections into the future.
	 Imperiled native species 
were also at the forefront of our 
preservation efforts. By working 
with other organizations, the 
Descanso team acquired material 
from many rare, endangered, and 
vulnerable native plant species, 
which we actively propagate 
at the nursery. We germinated 
thousands of milkweed plants 

needed to recruit and increase 
the endangered Western 
Monarch butterfly population. 
Many of our visitors took home 
these milkweeds to help with  
this goal.
	 We could mention more 
achievements—including 
the establishment of self-
reproducing populations of 
Astragalus brauntonii, the first 
plant listed on the United States 
Endangered Species List—
but we cannot talk about the 
nursery without mentioning its 
importance to preserving our 
historical coast live oaks. You can 
read more about our oaks below.
	 The Ruth Borun Nursery and 
Propagation Center has already 
produced many horticultural 
achievements. As we continue 
preserving our natural resources, 
we also position ourselves 
as a leading center of plant 
propagation and preservation.

Preserving our oaks
After years of drought, we had 
more rainfall in a few months 
than in years. The rain softened 
the ground, and many majestic 
oaks came down. We lost 22 
substantial trees. Wet winters 
like this make the work at the 
nursery vital for preserving our 
oaks. We nurture about 300 oak 

seedlings propagated from our 
mature oaks for future planting 
in the garden and community.
	 Additionally, we were 
committed to finding new life 
for our fallen oaks. We have 
already repurposed logs and 
branches throughout the 
garden and intend to use more 
for tables and bars in our new 
restaurant, fencing, and in 
areas of the Descanso Railroad.
	 As we look to the future, we  
plan to turn our wetter winters 
into water conservation and  
habitat preservation opportunities 
through our lake restoration 
project starting in 2024.

Connecting people  
with nature
Studies show that nature 
is essential for well-being. 
Educating people about nature 
and natural resources and 
giving them experiences in 
the outdoors continued to be 
a priority. It is so important to 
us that our new core mission 
is connecting people with 
nature and one another. Our 
educational programs teach 
future stewards about nature, 
and our free admissions 
programs allow more people to 
access nature. We also focused 
our programs on wellness and 

HIGHLIGHTS

Growing,  
blooming, thriving
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the well-being that comes with 
spending time in the garden.

A new look for Descanso
As we embark on exciting 
projects as part of our master 
plan, we wanted to reflect 
the spirit of growth and 
sustainability with a new 
mission, logo, and website. 
We asked members, guests, 
donors—everyone with a stake 
in the garden—for their opinions. 
We listened and developed 
a streamlined mission, more 
user-friendly website, and a new 
logo that depicts the ongoing 
botanical spirit of the garden.

Art bloomed at the gallery
From the seasonal artworks 
featured in SHIKI: the Four 
Seasons in Japanese Art, to the 
animal-centric Living in a Wildlife 
Corridor with Arroyo Foothills 
Conservancy, to the depiction of 
nature’s underworld in 0 Horizon: 
Art of the Forest Floor; this year’s 

exhibitions at the Sturt Haaga 
Gallery and Boddy House 
were exciting and appealed 
to a wide range of interests. 
We also opened the gallery to 
local artists in our Shape+Form 
juried competition. We ended 
the year with an exhibition at 
the Boddy House. Descanso: 
LA’s Garden was curated by our 
Programs and Education staff 
and explored the rich history 
of our plants, people, and 
environmental factors that have 
shaped the garden.

Our Courtyard  
got a makeover
New dining options and a 
new gift shop enlivened the 
Courtyard. Jones Coffee Roasters, 
a Pasadena favorite, set up shop 
and became an instant hit with 
members and guests.
	 We reimagined the former 
Café space as The Market, 
offering a diverse range of hot 
and cold grab-and-go items, 

gourmet snacks, and an enticing 
assortment of beverages.
	 The Store was remodeled 
into a beautifully designed space 
featuring hand-painted murals. 
We shifted the focus of our 
assortment to local, artisanal 
products reflecting sustainable 
and ethical consumption.
	 We continue to look for 
ways to improve the guest 
experience by elevating our 
food offerings, and we are 
excited about the upcoming 
opening of Farmhouse at 
Descanso Gardens, a farm-to-
table restaurant.

70 years of stewardship 
We celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of Descanso 
Gardens. In 1953, Manchester 
Boddy’s private estate became 
a public garden owned by Los 
Angeles County. A few years 
later, the Descanso Gardens 
Guild was formed when 
community volunteers banded 
together to preserve the garden 
for future generations. It is still 
through community that we 
continue to grow and thrive. 
	 As a thank you, we invited 
members and La Cañada 
Flintridge residents to an End of 
Summer/Anniversary celebration 
where everyone enjoyed food, 
music, and fun activities.
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BY THE NUMBERS

Highest one-day  
attendance

8,530

Baby owls  
spotted

2

Years as a public garden

70

Inches of 
rainfall

45
(almost double 

the average)

Enchanted guests since 2016

929,009 

Oak seedlings 
cared for at 
the nursery

300
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Admissions

920,695

493 Volunteers completed

16,835 Hours of service

New electric 
train

1

Member households

29,686

Free coffees 
given at Jones 
grand opening

955

Plants we have 
recorded in 
the garden

13,072
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CONNECTIONS

It’s well known that public 
gardens provide many benefits, 
including improved mental 
and physical well-being, better 
air quality, and increased 
biodiversity. At Descanso 
Gardens, we are proud of 
the many school visits, free 
admissions, and programs we 
offered in 2023 to make nature 
accessible to everyone. 
	 At the garden, we provided 
54,701 free admissions to EBT 
cardholders, students, teachers, 
military personnel, and the 
general public on Free Tuesdays. 
We also stayed open until 7pm 
during extended daylight hours 
so that people could visit the 
gardens after their workday.
	 Our education department 
aims to support and enhance 
visitors’ experiences of discovery 
and connection—and to do so 
in an inclusive way. With this 
in mind, we offered 211 free 
classes, workshops, and events. 
We hosted 12,936 students and 
adults on field trips, many of 
which were from Title 1 schools.
	 With our upcoming lake 
restoration project, we plan to 
make nature more accessible by 
adding ADA paths and walkways 
around the lake so that 
wheelchair users and others can 
come closer to nature.

Programs with  
Title 1 schools
More than 7,300 children 
from Title 1 schools and 
underserved communities 
attended our free field trips 
and educational programs. We 
were pleased to serve almost 

1,500 participants through 
our school partnerships 
including programs such as My 
Masterpieces: Discovering Art in 
My Community in collaboration 
with the Pasadena Unified 
School District and Pasadena 
Educational Foundation.

A garden  
for everyone

Free admissions 54,701

Free Tuesday guests 32,124

EBT cardholders 8,267

Field trip visitors: 12,936 students, 
teachers, and 

chaperones on 
249 field trips
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Connecting people  
with nature
At Descanso, inviting people to 
participate and discover nature 
is important. Member and 
donor support has allowed us to 
offer numerous opportunities 
for adults and children to learn 
and discover nature.
	 To encourage our visitors 
to engage, we offer a variety of 
programs, including horticulture 
classes, nature tours, and 
displays; bird walks and nature 
meditations; and poetry 
readings and workshops.
	 For our youngest visitors and 
their families, we had monthly 
story times, crafts, and sensory 
play in the garden. 
	 All of these programs are 
included with membership or 
admission, giving more people 
access to meaningful natural 
experiences.

Celebrating summer 
We love to celebrate the 
seasons at Descanso and our 
program Cultivate is one way 
we do it. Cultivate was held 
five times in the summer and 
featured garden tours, live 
music and dancing, walks and 
talks, and nature-themed 
crafts. Attendees learned about 
native plants, poetry and art, 

mindfulness and wellness, 
animals and their habitats, and 
our natural resources.
	 Live music and the allure 
of the gardens during cooler 
hours brought in many visitors. 
Between the Summer Music 
Series and Camellia Lounge in 
the Japanese Garden, we had 45 
live performances.
	 Visitors also got to experience 
Pacific Opera Project’s Hansel 
and Gretel. The program, 
included with admission, was a 
fanciful take on the story and 
presented under the oaks at the 
amphitheater.

Fostering a love of nature
Our educational programs 
helped children discover the 
natural world around them. 
For the first time, field trip 

attendance was back to pre-
pandemic levels.
	 In addition to our guided and 
self-guided field trips, we held 
several Homeschool Discovery 
Days attended by 2,215 parents 
and children.
	 We also worked with 
community partners to provide 
the outdoor space for seven 
weeks of summer camp.

Appreciating our members
We always appreciate our 
members’ support. We 
celebrated at events exclusively 
for members, including two 
Member Appreciation Nights 
and our End of Summer 
Celebration. Perennial Circle 
members were invited to 
monthly events reserved for our 
highest membership levels.

Cultivating  
community
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FINANCIALS

Programs and Admissions

$9,568,769

Contributions

$6,471,865

Other

$1,422,354

55%

37%

8%

Administration

$1,557,752

Fundraising

$1,072,093

Programs

$13,591,568

9%

7%

85%

Revenue

Total Revenue: $17,462,988

Total Expenses: $16,221,413

Expenses

2023 financials are below, for the complete audited financial 
report, visit descansogardens.org.
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LEADERSHIP

Board of Directors

Donald Voss, Chair 
Sandra Mays, Vice Chair 
Laura Furey, Secretary 
Jim Levin, Treasurer 
Milene Apanian 
Dr. Dimple Bhasin 
Diane Binney 
Darcy Coleman 
John D’Angona 
Christy Hobart 
Lovell Holder 
Lola James Kelly 
Kay Linden 
Ben Logan 
Ann Murphy 
Blythe Haaga Parker 
Patsy Pinney 
Marie Queen 
Steven Rosen, M.D. 
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Brad Schwartz 
Linda Segal 
Karl Swaidan  
Jacob Tujian
Clarissa Weirick 
Juliann Rooke (Ex Officio Trustee)  
Chief Executive Officer, Descanso Gardens

Senior Management

Juliann Rooke 
Chief Executive Officer

Emi Yoshimura 
Chief Operations and Administration Officer 

Somer Sherwood-White 
Chief Advancement Officer

David Bare 
Director of Horticulture and Garden Operations

Jennifer Errico 
Director of Communications

Cristeen Martinez 
Director of Exhibits and Engagement 
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Our volunteers

Heather Adams
Marilyn Allen
Kevin Altar
Richard Andrews
Stephanie Arakaki
Mary Atkinson
Denise Atlas
Yeva Ayvazyan
Andrea Backes
Teresa Baldonado
Michele Beaty
Margaret Bee
Catherine Bellomo
Dimple Bhasin
Lorri Biasi
Megan Bingham
Cathy Biondi
Mary Blakey
Ellie Bloomfield
Victoria Bodwell
Meera Boghani
Lauri Bortz
Thomas Brady
Lois Bramwell
Bonnie Bryant-Brittan

Jody Budman
Maureen Burch
Susan Burger
Elizabeth Burleson Mortilla
Kevin Byrnes
Rossiter Castinado
Mary Cenovich
Germaine Chapman
Deborah Charlie-Bartell
Sonia Cherumandanda
Jessica Chou
Debbie Chung
Ana Collisson
Robin Comingore
John D’Angona
Jack Danna
Richard Davenport
Sandra Davis
Molly Dell’Omo
Harsha Desai
Linn Dietz
Christopher Dixon
Elsa Donlucas
Cathy Doub
Virginia Duggan
Elaine Edelman
Lady Edwards

Patricia Farley-Terry
Christine Ferioli
William Ferioli
Bernard Fitzmorris
Rene Flamenco
Claudia Forbes
Jennifer Fox
Brenda Franklin
Kurt Freidenberger
Steven Gaglione
Gretchen Gantner
Donald Garner
Jeanne Gentillon
Melissa Gerard
June Ghil
Sara Gold
Nel Graham
Marietta Grimaud
Bruce Hale
Cameron Hall
Susan Hallgren
Craig Hamilton
Anne Harnagel
Maureen Harrigan
Virginia Hatley
Petty Heinrich
Stephanie Hernstadt

Barbara Ann Hickey
Gay Hill
Karen Hoge
Nancy Hogg
Diane Hong
Richard Hough
Karen Howard
Barbara Jahnke
Kathryn Johnson
Edward Johnson
Susan Kachikian
Alan Kahn
Amy Karbelnig
Rui Katayama
Lisa Kaye
Joe Kertes
Sylvie Khayat
Kathleen Kovalcik
Sonja Krause
John Kruesi
Kathleen Kubota
Kim Labinger
Frank LaCasella
Sabrina LaFargue
Nancy Lambrecht
Val Lardner
Eileen Lau
Becky Learner
Jun Lee
Janice Lee
Christine Levine
Alan Lichtenstein
Michael Lichtman
Andrea Lichtman
Paulett Liewer
Bill Light
Kenneth Lin
Ellen Lloyd
Kathi Lombardo
Alice Loo
Deeya Loram
Mary Lotz
Michelle Lutz

VOLUNTEERS

Nearly 500 volunteers supported Descanso Gardens both on a 
regular basis and at our Community Service days. They tended 
the gardens, greeted guests, served as docents for exhibitions, 
educated visiting students, and helped in many other ways. 
Their contributions are invaluable, and we appreciate every one!

“It keeps me committed to spending time 
in such a beautiful place. The employees, 
volunteers, and foundation are committed 
to doing what is best for the land and 
the community. I really admire all of the 
effort put into keeping this place special, 
beautiful, and engaging.”

— Heidi Neilson
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Betty Ma
Sharon Macgregor-Scott
Nao Magami
Kristine Majich
Linda Markley
Rita Marshall
Gayle Marshall
Connor Martin
Rick Martinez
Kirra Martinez-Bennett
Irene Masharo
Monica Mata
Theresa Mazurek
Linda McCollum
Kate McDaniel
Patricia McGinnis
Leonora McGugan
Jenny McMahon
Lindsay McMenamin
Charles Meehan
Jenia Mehrabians
Felicia Michell
Vera Milosevic
Yvette Minassian
Catherine Mires
Logan Mock
Carol Montes de Oca
Megan Mushonga
Lila Nastro
Heidi Neilson
Florence Nelson
Jia Ng
Violeta Oganesyan
Michelle Ojeda
Mary Olson
Lidia Orozco
Charity O’Shell
Judy Palmer
Chris Parrish
Barbara Petersmeyer
Doreen Pierson
William Pollard
Marie Poore

Cindy Porcell
Bill Proffitt
Danielle Mari Raigoza
Krishna Rajagopalan
Celeste Randall
Susan Redpath
Tanja Reutimann
Ydameh Roig
Belisa Rondon
Vivian Rood
Ma Lourdes Rosacia
Kimberly Rubal
Daniel Rubino
John Ruck
Petrice Ryan
Natalia Sahba
Brooke Sauer
Jessica Sears
Maria Shufeldt
Lisa Sievers
Blanche Sindelar
Dilmit Singh
Jenifer Siou

Ann Sloan
Charlene Smith
Kathleen Smith
Talin Sookasians
Denise Spain
William Speck
David Spiegel
Douglas Spitznagel
Leah Springer
Steve Stedry
Karen Stewart
Ann Storc
Laura Stotler	
Debbra Streett
Frank Sulzberger
Catherine Sulzberger
Kimberly-Ann Talbert
Warren Taylor
Wade Thoma
Geetha Thomas
George Thomas
Mark Trevor
Claudia van Corva

Mary Linda Vandevelde
Francyne Vezina
Paula Walker
Mitzi Walters
David Weeshoff
Neil Weightman
Jennifer Weissmuller
Frances Westbrook
Gwen Williams
Julia Witter
Katherine Wolking
Augusta Wood
Dorothy Wooddell
Peggy Wurtz
Charlotte Yerke
Spencer Young
Carolyn Young
Halle Yuhan
Jennifer Zapp
Gabriella Zecchetto
Pauline Zuniga
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SUPPORTERS

Thank you for your tremendous support
Annual giving in the form of memberships, donations, grants, 
sponsorships, and other contributions is vital for our mission 
and ensures the gardens’ sustainability for the future.

$100,000+

Anna and Harry  
	 Borun Foundation
County of Los Angeles  
	 Department of Public Works
Ann DeLeon
Margaret Leong and  
	 Michael Checca
McBride Family Trust
Carolyn McBride
Gary McBride
Gary Olson
S.S. Russin Living Trust
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous 

$50,000+

Ayco Charitable Foundation
Morgan Stanley Gift Fund
Pasadena Community  
	 Foundation
Patsy and William Pinney
Marie and John Queen
Brad and Victoria Schwartz
Robert E. and Wilhelmina B.  
	 Smith Revocable Trust
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Donald Voss
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous 

$25,000+

Darlene Antonini and  
	 Celeste Ponce
Susan and Dennis Baker
Capital Group
Richard and Bonnie Cook
John D’Angona
Virginia Detoy

William Detoy
Detoy Family Trust
James J. and Sue Femino  
	 Foundation
Laura and Mark Furey
Heather Sturt Haaga &  
	 Paul G. Haaga, Jr.
J.P. Morgan Charitable  
	 Giving Fund
Mary E. Bazar-Robin  
	 Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
Susan Redpath
The Rose Hills Foundation
Maria Small
Vanguard Charitable
Chris and Lena Waldheim
Waldheim Enterprises
Daryl Yoshihashi

$10,000+

Richard and Erin Atwater
Martha and Barry Berkett
Kim and Ginger Caldwell
Frederick Elsea
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Doug and Claudia Forbes
Lovell Holder
James Levin and  
	 Sarah P. MacDowall
MacTon Foundation
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Peggy Miller
Ann and Peter Murphy
Blythe Haaga Parker  
	 and Tyler Parker
Schwab Charitable
Linda and Peter Segal
James and Jieun Son
The Son Family Foundation
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous 

$5,000+

Alfred E. Mann Charities
American Endowment Foundation
Frederic Anthony
Milene and Nazo Apanian
John Baldeschwieler and  
	 Marlene Konnar
Sandy Blasingame Hall
Lori Blume
Anoosheh Bostani
Ellen Brown
California Community Foundation
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Vincent and Tanice Corti
Madeline Cripe
Stephanie and Leo Dencik
Fishbein Family Foundation Inc
Beth and Gerald Fishbein Hansen
W. M. Keck Foundation
Mitchell Foundation For Nature
Gladys Campbell Charitable Trust
Nel Graham
Christy Hobart
Italian Connection, Inc. DBA  
	 Bila and Patrons of Peace
John Newell Wade Foundation
Ruth and Jeremy Jones
Lola James Kelly
Jane and Douglas Krech
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle
Kay and David Linden
Lucia and Ben Logan
Mary and Richard Mader
Gretchen McNally
Ted and Betsy Merchant
Ann Mitchell
Karen Muller and Joshua Mancell
Muller Family Foundation
Nancy Myers
Rick Neumann
Kimberly Raisani
Lou Scolnik

John Taylor
Tsutayo Ichioka & Satsuki Nakao 
	 Charitable Foundation
User Error Productions
William and Noel Wade
Clarissa and Brad Weirick

$1,000+

Julie Ann Acosta
Barbara Aran and  
	 Lawrence Hawley
John and Michelle Bacich
Dawn Baillie
Paloma Baillie
Erin and Jeremy Baker
The Barnes Family Foundation
Ann Barrett
Dianne Barrett and  
	 Margaret Elfering
Diane Wemple Baxa and  
	 William Baxa
Sue Beatty
Carol and Terry Becker
Theresa Beland
Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
Nancy Boxwell
Elizabeth and James Bray
Anita Brenner and Len Torres
Judith Brown
Janice and Thom Brown
Heather Brown-Hom
Maureen Burch and Morley Male
Kathy Cairo
Virginia Campbell
Therese Carrabine
Jennifer Carter
David Choi
Bill and Raissa Choi
Christiane and Niels Christiansen
Renee Cline
John Clisham and Lu Kondor
Darcy Coleman
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Christie Crahan
Bryant and Judith Danner
Karen Daroca and Danielle Bell
Edwina and David Dedlow
Jane and Patrick Delahanty
Zooey Deschanel
Brock and Michelle Dewey
Diggers Garden Club Pasadena
Chris Douglass
Mary Beth and Zulema Eckenrod
Lady and Ben Edwards
Marina and David Erfle
Eugene & Marilyn Stein  
	 Family Foundation
Patrick and Kathy Feely
Nancy Foehner
Stephanie Fortin
Scott Fraser and Cathy Jurca
Grant Frederick and Denise Hagan
Georgina Garcia and  
	 Juan Maldonado
Allyson and Frederick Gartside
Gracella Gibbs and Gene Wilcott
Stephen and Linda Gill
Hugh Gordon
Madeline Guillen
Jose and Keiko Guitron
Jane and Steve Haderlein
Lanetta Hall
Francine Hanberg
Mark-Alan Harmon
Damon Hein
Edward Helms and Sarah Bastian
David and Katherine Hensley
Richard and Tracy Hirrel
Andrew Hoag and  
	 Emily Jarvis-Hoag
Van Hohman and Susan Goldsmith
Britney Holthouser
Karen Howard
Ursula Hyman
Narumi Inatsugu
Debra and Tracy Jeandron

Peter Jensen and  
	 Mary Ann McGovern
Edward and Susan Johnson
Melissa Jones
Alan and Amy Karbelnig
Kimberly  Kaspari
Christine Kaul
Katie King and Torrey Sun
Shirley and Matt Kirby
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Mark Kolokotrones
Theo and Wendy Kolokotrones
Kathleen Kovalcik and  
	 Michael Weinberger
La Canada Pet Clinic
Amy and David Lamb
Dana and Kimberly Laurence
Howard and Rebecca Learner
Shireen Lee
Jennifer Lee
Robert and Cynthia Legato
Edward and Daniela Lesnansky
Diane Levitt
Roberta Liao and Chris Rivas
Carolyn Martin and  
	 Mark Pedowitz

Toni and Nicholas McCreary
Donna Melby
Men’s Garden Club of Los Angeles
Bruce and Valerie Merritt
Carolyn Metcalf
Robert Mills and  
	 Susan Arcidiacono
Christine Mitchell
Wendy Munger and  
	 Leonard Gumport
Mary and Marvin Nelson
George and Muriel Newell
Dana and Edward Newman
Frank O’Dea
Laura and William Olhasso
Christopher and Virginia Orndorff
Charles and Barbara Osburn
Ellen Pansky
Pinterest
Chalmer Pivik and Keith Knueven
Laurie and Craig Poindexter
Katie and Chris Poole
Frances and Charles Porter
KTM Productions, Inc.
Sharon Ramage and Steve Wagner
Eileen and Ed Reilly

Deni Richardson
Juliann and Andy Rooke
Steven Rosen
Dinah Ruch
Ned and Shirley Russell
Ann Russo
Reid and Joyce Samuelson
Joan Saperstein
Kathleen Schaefer
Jeff Schultz
Susan Siegmund
Kendra Simon
Eugene and Marilyn Stein
James Steman and Liza Paguyo
Yassaman Tarazkar
Pasadena Garden Club
Brian and Shari Thomas
Amber Thomas
Tracy and Keith Tobias
Teresa Todaro and Dennis Bruce
Scott and Mary Tracy
Bruce Tsurutani
Jacob and Tamar Tujian
Betsey Tyler
Elizabeth Ugarte
Olga Verkhoglyadova
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SUPPORTERS

Mary Villar
Woody and Terry Walker
Adele and Gerard Walsh
James and Mitzi Zack Walters
Katherine Watkins
Jill and Eric Weinlein
Jennifer Wieland
Kevin Wieland
Gary and Evangeline Wong
Margret Yakhaman
Alice and Mike Zrodlo

$500+

Luiza Andakyan
Patricia Anderson and  
	 Mark Treadwell
Karen and Stephen Apostolina
John Arcia and Leann Kruse-Arcia
Liz Argue
Steve Aughinbaugh
Audrey Bahr
Roxanne Bartlett
Stanley and Joann Benson
Chris Billig
Leah Bishop
James Blust
Linda Borgeson and Jeff Leake
Annie Brose
Bonnie Bryant-Brittan
Kent and Laurie Candelora
David and Carol Carlson
Elaine Chapin and  
	 Mike Fitzsimmons
Esther Chicaferro and  
	 David Hall
Brian Clark
Richard and Hilary Clark
Stephanie Courtney and  
	 Scott Kolanach
Janice Croft
Annabelle Crowley
Jennifer Dall
Trisa Dangcil
Nancy Daves
Seth and Shahanaz David
Shannon Deane
Patrick DeChellis
Diana Dibble
Kari DiJulio
Alexander Donner

Kay and John Downing
Sheila Eaton
Avery and Bill Econome
Ken and Kathi Ellis
Ellen Fishburn
Jessica Floyd
Linda Fuller
Yvette Garay
Jim Garrison
Mike and Michelle Gavigan
Glenn and Doreen Gee
David Gharakhanian
Robert and Katherine Gillespie
Kristan Ginther
Ryan Godfrey
Robert and Lorri Gordon
Nora Gordon
John and Sheri Gray
Suzanne Greenberg
Rohan Gupta and Anisha Gupta
Craig Hamilton
Elizabeth Hansen
Dave and Tracy Hansen
Michael and Nancy Harahan
Michael and Carol Hatley
Stephen and Hope Heaney
Stephanie Hernstadt and  
	 Bjorn Kindem
Paul Hill
Marsha Hirano-Nakanishi
Fred and Judy Hoeptner
Stacey Holdredge
Jay Holladay
Linda Hone
Lawrence Hsu
Charles Irvin
Curt and Kimberly Jacobsen
Jennifer Johnson
Ross and Ana Jones
Olga and James Kendall
Karen Kent
Michael Kirley
Matt and Nora Koskenmaki
Erika and Robert Kraetsch
Wentar Kuo
Arlene Kushida
James Lai
Linda Long
James and Mary Luck
Jake Maguire
Chad and Terra Mahadevan

Mark Mangoba
Dean Martin
Robert Mc Caffrey
Debra McConville
David and Elizabeth McFadzean
Lisa McGuinness and Jay Japlit
Rhett and Jessie McLaughlin
Dave and Lindsay McMenamin
Elizabeth Milev
Doris Miner and Dick Rieboldt
Gerald Minter
Tanushree Mondkar
Victoria and Alfred Mordecai
Edith Morrow
Jennifer Mullen
Molly Munger and  
	 Stephen English
Don Nakanishi
Christian  Nelson
Michael and Sonia Newell
Steven Oliver
Tony Owen
Carol Pettegrew-Standel and  
	 Dale Standel
Richard Pezner and Sandra Chan
Robert and Norma Placensia
Michael Proulx
Linda Quane
Ryan Ramseyer
Denise and John Raytis
Keith Revell
Ilene and Robert Rivera
Peter Robinson and Buffy Shutt
John Robinson
Rigoberto Rodriguez and  
	 Jacob Gipsman
Jody Rogers
Peggy Ross
Barbara and Margot Rostand
Ruth-Ann Rohman Trust
William Sadler
Arthur Salter
Stacy and Randy Sartor
Esther Schotnhal
Undine Schwarz
Allison and Lake Setzler
Rachel Shaddy
Laura Silva
Frederick Stifter and  
	 Regina Tozar-Stifter
Sarina and Christopher Stogel

Jennifer Swanson
Scott and Anna Swanson
Nicholas and Karen Taylor
Thomas and Laney Techentin
Linnea Toney
Toni Tosello
Ted Travelstead
Elisa Vasquez
Leslie and Nancy Waite
Heather Walker and Jimmy Clark
Marie-Luise Ward
Edward Watson and  
	 Pamela Warner
Ellen Watson
Gabriel and Leslie White
Joyce White
Jerry and Cynthia White
Mae Whitman
Elizabeth Wieland
Michael and Mary Yoshimura
Carrie Yutzy and Ned Wilson
Martin Zacks
Gary and Claudia Zentmyer
Julia Ziff

Legacy Gifts 
Received

The Detoy Family Trust
Paul & JoAnn McBride
Vieve Metcalfe and Jay Holladay
Ruth-Ann Rohman Trust
S.S. Russin Living Trust

In-kind Gifts

The Campbell Center
Brian Clark
Jessica Floyd
Dan Gee
Nancy Mefford
Rick Neumann
Deni Richardson
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous 
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PERENNIAL CIRCLE

Oak Circle 
$25,000

Susan and Dennis Baker
Heather Sturt Haaga and  
	 Paul Haaga, Jr. 
Margaret Leong and Michael Checca

Camellia Circle 
$10,000

Kim and Ginger Caldwell
John D’Angona
Doug and Claudia Forbes

Rose Circle 
$5,000

Frederic Anthony
Tom and Jennifer Baxter
Nancy and Robin Bausch
Tanice and Vincent Corti
Nel Graham
Gary and Sandy Hall
Ruth and Jeremy Jones
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle
Lucia and Ben Logan
James Levin and Sarah P. MacDowall
Stephanie and Greg McLemore
Ann and Peter Murphy
Rick Neumann
Blythe Haaga Parker and  
	 Tyler Parker
Kimberly Raisani
Susan Redpath
Ned and Shirley Russell
Lou Scolnik
Diana Singleton
James and Jieun Son
Donald Voss
William and Noel Wade

Lilac Circle 
$2,000

Erin and Jeremy Baker
Sue Beatty
Elizabeth and James Bray
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Bill and Raissa Choi
Patrick and Kathy Feely
Nancy Foehner
Stephen and Linda Gill
Mark-Alan Harmon
Christy Hobart
Van Hohman and Susan Goldsmith
Lovell Holder
Karen Howard
Debra and Tracy Jeandron
Sareen Karaiakoubian
Lola James Kelly
Jeff Keltner and Ivy Lee

Katie King and Torrey Sun
Jane and Douglas Krech
Kay and David Linden
Linda Long
Mary and Richard Mader
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Donna Melby
Ted and Betsy Merchant
Anne and Elizabeth Miller
Karen Muller and Joshua Mancell
Patsy and William Pinney
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Timothy and Martina Smith
Eugene and Marilyn Stein
Brian and Shari Thomas
Bruce Tsurutani
James and Mitzi Walters
Clarissa and Bradford Weirick
Anita Yagjian

Poppy Circle 
$1,000

Betsy and Andy Ackerman
Julie Ann Acosta
Drew Adams
Milene and Nazo Apanian
Barbara Aran and Lawrence Hawley
Richard and Erin Atwater
John Bacich
Dawn Baillie
James Balla and Maria Stifano
Ann Barrett
Dianne Barrett and  
	 Margaret Elfering
Diane Wemple Baxa and  
	 William Baxa 
Carol and Terry Becker
Theresa Beland
Martha and Barry Berkett

Members of Perennial Circle support Descanso at the highest 
levels of membership. They are invited to exclusive year-round 
events, talks, walks, and other special opportunities to deepen 
their connection to the gardens.
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Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
Diane Binney and Mike Brown
Sheri Bonner and  
	 Mark Mastromatteo
Amy Borun
Nancy Boxwell
Eric and Sylvie Boyajian
Martha and Michael Brown
Judith Brown
J. David Brymesser
Maureen Burch and Morley Male
Michael and Tania Cahill
Kathy Cairo
Kent and Laurie Candelora
Therese Carrabine
Esther Chicaferro and David Hall
David Choi
Renee Cline
John Clisham and Lu Kondor
Darcy Coleman
Richard and Bonnie Cook
Stephanie Courtney and  
	 Scott Kolanach
Christie Crahan
Bryant and Judith Danner
Edwina and David Dedlow
Jane and Patrick Delahanty
Stephanie and Leo Dencik
Zooey Deschanel
Brock Dewey
Lise and Chip Dewey
Chris Douglass
Lady and Ben Edwards
Marina and David Erfle
Grant Frederick and Denise Hagan
Laura and Mark Furey
Georgina Garcia and  
	 Juan Maldonado
Rachel Garrison
Allyson and Frederick Gartside
Gracella Gibbs and Gene Wilcott
Christine and Richard Goetz
Hugh Gordon
Jane Gordon and Dennis Levitt
Jane and Steve Haderlein
Don and Denise Hahn
Yvonne Haley
Cam Hall and Doug Spitznagel
Francine Hanberg
Annette and Dale Hanks
Damon Hein

Edward Helms and Sarah Bastian
David and Katherine Hensley
Richard and Tracy Hirrel
Britney Holthouser
Ursula Hyman
Narumi Inatsugu
Mary and Joseph Jamora
Emily Jarvis-Hoag and Andrew Hoag
Edward and Susan Johnson
Melissa Jones
Christine Kaul
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Mark Kolokotrones
Kathleen Kovalcik and  
	 Michael Weinberger
Arlene Kushida
Amy and David Lamb
Rebecca and Howard Learner
Jennifer Lee
Roberta Liao and Chris Rivas
Carolyn Martin and Mark Pedowitz
Kristy and Ian McCarthy
Nicholas and Toni McCreary
Lisa McGuinness and Jay Japlit
Bruce and Valerie Merritt
Carolyn Metcalf
Richard Metzner
Peggy Miller

Robert Mills and  
	 Susan Arcidiacono
Christine Mitchell
Merle Mullin
Wendy Munger and  
	 Leonard Gumport
Mary and Marvin Nelson
George and Muriel Newell
Michael and Sonia Newell
Dana and Edward Newman
Frank O’Dea
William and Laura Olhasso
Gary Olson
Christopher and Virginia Orndorff
Barbara and Charles Osburn
Mary Petit
Katie and Chris Poole
Frances and Charles Porter
Marie and John Queen
Sharon Ramage and Steve Wagner
Pamela Rappel
Juliann and Andy Rooke
Steven Rosen
Dinah Ruch
Ann Russo
Reid and Joyce Samuelson
Joan Saperstein
Elaine Sarkaria

Brad and Victoria Schwartz
Linda and Peter Segal
Somer Sherwood-White and  
	 Jeff White
Kendra Simon
Bill and Carol Stafford
James Steman and Liza Paguyo
Kathleen and Karl Swaidan
Yassaman Tarazkar
Vickie and Alex Taylor
Amber Thomas
Tracy and Keith Tobias
Len Torres and Anita Brenner
Scott and Mary Tracy
Betsey Tyler
Elizabeth Ugarte
Mary Villar
Lena and Chris Waldheim
Woody and Terry Walker
Adele and Gerard Walsh
Jill and Eric Weinlein
James and Carole Weling
Karen and Robert Wicke
Jennifer Wieland
Elizabeth Wieland
Gary and Evangeline Wong
Margret Yakhaman
Mike and Alice Zrodlo

PERENNIAL CIRCLE
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SPONSORS

Thank you to our sponsors whose contributions make possible 
a variety of events and programs, and who provide year-round 
support for Descanso.

Enchanted Forest of 
Light Sponsors

Magical Sponsors
John D’Angona
Heather Sturt Haaga and  
	 Paul Haaga, Jr.
Ann and Peter Murphy
Blythe, Tyler, June, and  
	 Adelaide Parker
Brad and Vicki Schwartz
Linda and Peter Segal

Dazzling Sponsors
Milene and Nazo Apanian
Margaret Leong Checca and  
	 Michael Checca
Construction Law, Inc.
Madeline Cripe
Leo and Stephanie Dencik
Laura and Mark Furey
James Levin and  
	 Sarah P. MacDowall
Marie and John Queen
Jessica and Lisa Son
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Donald Voss
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous

Sparkling Sponsors
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Christy Hobart
Lovell Holder
Lola James Kelly
Doug and Jane Krech
Shireen Lee
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Betsy and Ted Merchant
Perlman/Lee Family Fund
Patsy and William Pinney
Juliann and Andy Rooke

Scolnik and Kopchak Families
Susan Siegmund
Clarissa and Brad Weirick
And those who wish to  
remain anonymous

Twinkling Sponsors
Jeremy and Erin Baker
Sue Beatty
Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
Diane Binney and Mike Brown
Judith Brown
Stephanie Fortin
Sandy Blasingame Hall
Kimberly Kaspari
Keith Knueven and Chalmer Pivik
Kimberly and Dana Laurence
Edward and Daniela Lesnansky
Rick Neumann
Laurie and Craig Poindexter

Chris and Katie Poole
Jeff Schultz
Somer Sherwood-White and  
	 Jeffrey White
Yassaman Tarazkar
Tamar and Jacob Tujian
The Waldheim Family

Corporate & 
Community  
In-kind Sponsors
California School of the Arts –  
	 San Gabriel Valley
Cardinal Rule Wines
The Flashdance 

Tribute Bench 
Sponsors

Darlene Duncan Antonini and  
	 Celeste Ponce 
	 (In honor of our seniors)
Lori Blume (In memory of  
	 Margaret “Peggy” Brown)
Friends of Brigett Guitron  
	 (In memory of Brigett Guitron)
Maria Small (In memory of  
	 Robert N. Lindoerfer)
Chris Waldheim (In memory of  
	 W. Whiteman LBW)
Daryl Yoshihashi (In memory  
	 of Ichiro & Margie Yoshihashi)



1418 Decanso Drive
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
descansogardens.org
818.952.4391


